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Description 

BCBSIL has implemented certain lab management reimbursement criteria. Not all requirements apply to each 

product. Providers are urged to review Plan documents for eligible coverage for services rendered.  

Reimbursement Information:  

1. Measurement of erythrocyte sedimentation rate (ESR) for patients with Hodgkin Lymphoma may be 
reimbursable.  
 

2. Measurement of either C-Reactive Protein (CRP) or ESR in the diagnosis, assessment and monitoring of 
inflammatory disorders, and/or undiagnosed conditions, and/or to detect acute phase inflammation may be 
reimbursable (please see Note 1).  
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3. Concurrent measurement of CRP and ESR may be reimbursable in the diagnosis of periprosthetic joint 
infections (PJI).  
 

4. For any condition other than PJI, measurement of both CRP and ESR, at the same visit, in the diagnosis, 
assessment and monitoring of inflammatory disorders, and/or undiagnosed conditions, and/or to detect 
acute phase inflammation is not reimbursable  
 

5. Measurement of either CRP and/or ESR during general exam without abnormal findings is not reimbursable. 

 
NOTE 1:  
For policy regarding the use of CRP as a cardiac biomarker, please see policy CPCPLAB046 Cardiac Biomarkers for 
Myocardial Infarction.  
 

Procedure Codes 

Codes 

85651, 85652, 86140 
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