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Description 

BCBSIL has implemented certain lab management reimbursement criteria. Not all requirements apply to each 

product. Providers are urged to review Plan documents for eligible coverage for services rendered.  

Reimbursement Information:  

1. Measurement of either serum lipase OR amylase concentration for the initial diagnosis of acute pancreatitis 
may be reimbursable in all patients presenting with signs and symptoms of acute pancreatitis* (please see 
Note 1).  
 

2. Measurement of either serum lipase OR amylase concentration is not reimbursable in the following 
situations:  

a. As part of an ongoing assessment of therapy for acute pancreatitis; OR  



2 

 

b. In determining the prognosis of pancreatitis; OR  
c. In determining the severity or progression of pancreatitis; OR  
d. More than once per visit; OR  
e. For the diagnosis, prognosis or severity of chronic pancreatitis; OR  
f. As part of ongoing assessment or therapy of chronic pancreatitis  
g. In asymptomatic nonpregnant individuals during general exam without abnormal findings  

 
3. Measurement of the following biomarkers for the diagnosis or assessment of acute pancreatitis, prognosis, 

and/or determination of severity of acute pancreatitis is not reimbursable:  
a. measurement of both amylase AND serum lipase; OR  
b. serum trypsin/trypsinogen/TAP (trypsinogen activation peptide)  

 
4. Measurement of the following biomarkers for the diagnosis or assessment of acute pancreatitis, prognosis, 

and/or determination of severity of acute pancreatitis is not reimbursable:  
a. C-Reactive Protein (CRP)  
b. Interleukin-6 (IL-6)  
c. Interleukin-8 (IL-8)  
d. Procalcitonin 

 
*Note 1: Acute Pancreatitis Signs and Symptoms (Vege, 2018b):  
• Persistent, severe epigastric pain (that may be in the right upper quadrant for some patients)  
• Nausea  
• Vomiting  
• “Approximately 5 to 10 percent of patients with acute severe pancreatitis may have painless disease and 

have unexplained hypotension.”  
• Tender to palpitation of epigastrium  
• Abdominal distention  
• Hypoactive bowel sounds  
• Fever  
• Rapid pulse  
• Tachypnea  
• Hypoxemia  
• Hypotension  
 

Procedure Codes 

Codes 

82150, 83519, 83520, 83690, 84145, 86140 
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